
SYNTHESIS OF THE EVENTS FROM THE RESURRECTION TO THE ASCENSION 

LOCATION & TIME FRAME EVENT MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN 

EARLY SUNDAY MORNING 

BEFORE SUNRISE IN 

JERUSALEM  

 

Mary Magdalene is part of a group of women coming to anoint 

Jesus’ body and she arrives before the others and finds the stone 

rolled away.  She runs to tell the others and meets Peter and John 

and tells of the rolled away stone and that Jesus’ body is missing. 

   20:1-2 

(JESUS ALREADY RISEN THOUGH  

THE EVENT IS NEITHER  

DESCRIBED NOR WITNESSED) 

Peter and John go to the tomb and enter.  They see the napkin 

that had been wrapped around His head neatly folded and the 

linen clothes there. They go home not comprehending it. 

   20:3-10 

 Mary stays weeping near the empty tomb.  She sees two angels in 

the tomb who asks her why she weeps and she responds that it’s 

because Jesus’ body is taken away.  She turns around and sees 

Jesus.   

(1st Resurrection Appearance) She doesn’t realize it is Him as 

it is still dark and He speaks her name and then she knows it’s  

her Lord.  She isn’t allowed to touch Him. 

   20:11-

17a 

 Jesus leaves and goes to Heaven as the High Priest and sprinkles 

the blood on the Mercy Seat of Heaven.  Mary leaves. 
   20:17b-

18 

AT SUNRISE 
(TOLD IN FLASHBACK) 

The other women come to annoint Jesus’ body and find the empty 

tomb.  (We learn of an earlier earthquake and the guards fleeing 

as the stone rolled away) 

28:1 

(28:2-4) 

16:1-4 24:1-3  

 One angel sat on the rolled away stone but was apparently 

unnoticed.  When inside the tomb there is again an angel at the 

head and feet of the empty grave and one angel proclaiming the 

fact of the Resurrection.  He tells the women to go tell the 

disciples and the women leave.  At some point, Mary Magdalene 

rejoins the group of women. 

28:5-8 16:5-8 24:4-8  

 While going to tell the disciples, Jesus meets the group of women.  

(2nd Appearance) Now they touch Him and worship at His feet.  

He tells them to go on to the disciples. 

28:9-10    

AT THE SAME TIME THE 

WOMEN GO TO TELL  

THE DISCIPLES 

Guards go to the chief priests and accept a bribe. 28:11-15    



LOCATION & TIME FRAME EVENT MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN 

STILL EARLY ON SUNDAY The women go and tell the disciples with Mary Magdalena especially 

appealing to them.  The disciples didn’t believe, but Peter returned to 

the empty tomb a second time in confusion.  We later learn that Peter 

actually saw the Lord here (Luke 24:34) (3rd Appearance) 

 16:9-11 24:9-12  

LATE THAT SUNDAY  

AFTERNOON 

Jesus meets two on Emmaus Road, Cleopas and another.  They were 

discouraged and Jesus talks with and encourages them but they 

didn’t recognize Him.  He explains their slowness in believing.  As 

they neared the city they asked Him to stay and He had a meal with 

them and then vanished.  (4th Appearance) 

 16:12-13 24:13-

35 

 

SUNDAY EVENING Ten of the remaining eleven disciples were gathered in the secret 

Upper Room and Jesus appeared.  He spoke of unbelief, but also of 

peace.  He gives them the Holy Spirit.  They handle him.               

(5th Appearance) 

  24:36-

43 

20:19-25 

EIGHT DAYS LATER All eleven are in the Upper Room and Jesus returns and meets with 

them.  Thomas finally gets to see Jesus.  Jesus also said and did 

things with those men that was not recorded. (6th Appearance) 

   20:26-31 

BETWEEN EIGHT AND FORTY 

DAYS FROM THE RESURRECTION 

ON THE SHORE OF GALILEE 

The disciples are in the Galilee area because of the planned meeting. 

(Matthew 28:10) In discouragement Peter, John, and four other of 

the disciples fished all night and caught nothing.  Jesus performed 

the miracle of the second drought of fishes and as the disciples drag 

in the fish Jesus has fish cooking on the fire.  Jesus lovingly calls 

them back to their work. (7th Appearance) 

   21:1-25 

LATER STILL BETWEEN EIGHT 

AND FORTY DAYS FOR THE 

RESURRECTION IN GALILEE 

Jesus meets the disciples and many other followers on a mountain in 

Galilee (probably the 500 - I Cor. 15:6).  Here He gives the Great 

Commission.  This is the only planned appearance.                       

(8th Appearance) 

28:16-20    

LATER STILL AS THE END OF 

FORTY DAYS DREW NIGH 

PROBABLY NEAR JERUSALEM 

(MAYBE EVEN BACK AT UPPER 

ROOM) 

Jesus speaks to the eleven again and teaches them and repeats the 

Great Commission.  Apparently speaking first with James.  (I 

Cor.15:7) (9th Appearance) 

 16:14-18 24:44-

49 

 

AT THE END OF FORTY DAYS ON 

A MOUNTAIN NEAR BETHANY 

JUST OUTSIDE JERUSALEM 

The Ascension of Jesus Christ.  The Incarnation ends and Jesus re-

enters Eternity from which He came.  (10th Appearance) 
 16:19-20 24:50-

53 
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